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Donation Request for Tuba City Hospital to fight COVID-19 on the Navajo Nation 
 
The Tuba City Regional Health Care Corporation is located on the Navajo Nation, just fifty miles 
from the Grand Canyon.  The Navajo Nation is the largest Indian reservation in the country— 
larger than New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey, Rhode Island and 
Delaware combined.  The Navajo Nation is home to over 200,000 tribal members.  
 
In the best of times, the Navajo Nation is a place of great beauty but unusual hardship:  
• 38% of Navajo homes lack running water.  Regular hand washing is impossible.  
• 32% of Navajo homes lack electricity.  Refrigeration of foods and medicines is impossible.  
• 60% of Navajo homes lack telephone service.  Access to the internet is severely limited.  
 
In these worst of times, the Navajo Nation has lost 157 lives and if the Navajo Nation were its 
own state, it would have the highest per-capital rate of confirmed positive coronavirus cases in 
the country.  
• As of May 25th, 4,794 confirmed coronavirus cases were on the Navajo Nation.   
• Officials at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services describe the situation on the 

Navajo Nation as “dire”.  
 
The Navajo People are self-reliant. They are used to traveling great distances on dirt roads to 
haul water back home for their families. The fight against Covid-19 requires a level of sanitation 
they cannot provide for themselves.  
• The per capita income on the Navajo Nation is just $10,695, or less than $900 per month.  
• Family incomes on Navajo are less than half that of the rest of Arizona.  
• Federal per capita healthcare spending for Navajos is $3,332, compared to $9,207 for other 

Americans.  
 
The Tuba City Regional Health Care Corporation (TCRHCC) is actively collecting donations to 
fight the Covid-19 pandemic.  They have been at maximum capacity with all beds full of COVID 
patients since March 18th.  They are figuring out better ways to treat their patients and keep 
them close to home.  Intubated patients are transferred to larger hospitals in the Phoenix area, 
which is over 3 hours away from their home.  They are cut off from family and not allowed any 
visitors.  TCRHCC has transferred 109 patients since March 18th.  They can keep sick patients 
at their facility with the use of High Flow Nasal Canula.  They have a few Vapotherm machines 
and need to purchase at least 6 more to deliver specialized oxygen, which will cost an estimated 
$51,000.  Additionally, TCRHCC needs to purchase a portable radiology machine so providers 
can do more chest x-rays.  Having an additional x-ray would speed up their ability to deliver 
care.    
 
TCRHCC also needs funds to buy shoe covers and hair bonnets to protect their front-line staff 
from carrying the virus outside of the hot zones.  
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Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez said in a recent interview broadcast on National Public 
Radio: 
 
“Tribal members keep coming back to their resiliency. As a people, we were taken out to Fort 
Sumner during the Long Walk. We almost got annihilated as a people. We persevered.  We're 
utilizing our own resources.  We're utilizing our own teachings and we're going to overcome 
this." Strength and resilience define Native communities and with your help, we can help the 
Navajo Nation overcome the virus. 
 
Any contribution you make is tax deductible and greatly appreciated. Ahéhee’! Thank You! For 
more information, please go to www.tchealth.org. 
 

TCRHCC Covid-19 Response and Relief Donation 
PPE and Medical Supplies Needed: 

 
Isolation Gown Covers (3-Layer): 
Elastic Cuff, Yellow, Universal 
Elastic Cuff, Blue, Universal 
Full Back, Blue, XL 
 
Masks: 
N95 Respirator and Surgical Masks: 

- 3M 1860S 
- 3M 1870+ 
- 3M 1860 
- 3M 8200 
- 3M 8210 
- 3M 8511 
- Cardinal Health Secure-Gard 

 
Adult (Ear loop) 
Child (Ear loop) 
Surgical with face shield 
Blue cone style 
 
Gloves: 
Exam Nitrile – Large  
Exam Nitrile – X-Large 
 
Supplies: 
Sani-Cloths 
Disinfectant wipes 
Surgical caps bouffant (hair bonnet) – Universal 
Surgical foot covers – Universal  
Scrubs – Sizes XL to 4XL 
Hand sanitizer – 4 fluid ounces for patients 
 
Equipment: 
Mobile Radiographic Imaging System ($110,000)  
Vapotherm Precision Flow Plus ($8,500 x 6 =51,000) 

 


